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As an injured party in criminal proceedings, you have certain rights, 
which are set out in more detail below.

The investment is co-financed by the Republic of Slovenia and the European Union under the European Social Fund.

For more information about your rights and how to exercise 
them, contact the court dealing with your case.

The list of courts with contact details is available at: 
www.sodisce.si/sodisca/seznam_sodisc/

More information on the course of the criminal proceedings 
and the rights of the injured party can be found at 
nasodiscu.si. For more information on assistance (including 
assistance out-of-court) and organisations providing 
assistance, visit the website of the police www.policija.si.
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Rights in criminal proceedings
In criminal proceedings, you have the right to call attention to all facts and 
propose evidence relevant to establishing the circumstances of the offence 
and the pecuniary claim, to examine the files, and at the main hearing, to pose 
questions to the accused person, witnesses and experts and comment on and 
clarify their testimonies. The court may deny you the examination of the files 
until you have been heard as a witness (Articles 59, 165a, 177, 178, 291, 329 and 
334 of the Criminal Procedure Act (ZKP).

In criminal proceedings, you may submit a motion to enforce a pecuniary claim, 
if you are entitled to enforce such a claim in a civil action (compensation for dam-
age, recovery of an object, annulment of a legal transaction). You must specify 
and substantiate the motion and provide evidence (e.g. state the amount, sub-
mit invoices, etc.) (Articles 100 to 105, Articles 134 and 241 of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Act). A pecuniary claim is not mandatory but an option available to the 
injured party in criminal proceedings.

Each witness shall be entitled to reimbursement of expenses (costs of trans-
portation to the court, loss of earnings etc.) in accordance with the rules reg-
ulating the reimbursement of expenses in criminal proceedings and the reim-
bursement of salary or loss of earnings. Reimbursement must be requested 
immediately after the hearing.

In criminal proceedings, you have the right to use your own language in the 
manner determined by the Criminal Procedure Act and the right to a translation 
of essential documents (Article 8 of the Criminal Procedure Act).

The court decision against which you may lodge an appeal (paragraph four of 
Article 367 of the Criminal Procedure Act) will be served on you together with a 
legal instruction stating the time limit and the manner in which the appeal must 
be lodged (paragraph seven of Article 169 and Articles 363 and 367 of the Crim-
inal Procedure Act).

As an injured party, you have the right to be informed of the current status of 
criminal proceedings and final judgments should you so request or if so provid-
ed by law (Article 65a and paragraph six of Article 363 of the Criminal Procedure 
Act). Information can be obtained during office hours at the criminal investiga-
tion administrative office of the court dealing with your case.
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You can request to be informed about the release or the escape of accused per-
sons from house arrest or detention (Article 65a of the Criminal Procedure Act).

You also have the right to protection and other measures which ensure your 
personal safety under the conditions laid down in the Criminal Procedure Act, 
in particular to a hearing via videoconference, the assignment of a pseudonym, 
a hearing in specially adapted premises and a hearing with the assistance of an 
expert in the relevant profession (Articles 143č, 240 and 240a of the Criminal 
Procedure Act) and to protection measures provided for in the Witness Protec-
tion Act (ZZPrič).

The court shall ensure that you do not come into unwanted contact with the 
accused person, unless such contact is indispensable for the successful con-
duct of the pre-trial or criminal proceedings (Article 65 of the Criminal Procedure 
Act).

Counsel and free legal aid
In criminal proceedings, you can exercise your right through a counsel. Under 
the Legal Aid Act (ZBPP) you can apply for free legal aid from a lawyer as coun-
sel. An application for legal aid must be lodged in writing on a prescribed form 
with the district court in whose area you have your permanent or temporary 
residence. Further information and the form to be filled in to apply for free legal 
aid can be found at https://nasodiscu.si/bpp.

Other rights you can exercise outside criminal 
proceedings
As an injured party in criminal proceedings, you are entitled to free support for 
victims of crime within the framework of social assistance services in accor-
dance with the Social Assistance Act (ZSV), which includes professional support 
and counselling by the competent social work centre.

If you are a victim of a violent intentional crime or a relative of a victim whose 
death was caused by a violent intentional crime, you may be entitled to com-
pensation under the Compensation to Crime Victims Act (ZOZKD). The appli-
cation must be made in writing on the prescribed form to the ministry respon-
sible for justice. The decision to grant compensation is made by a commission 
appointed by the Government of the Republic of Slovenia.
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As an injured party, you also have duties in criminal proceedings:

Duties of the injured party
If you are summoned as a witness, you are obliged to respond to the summons 
and, unless otherwise provided by the Criminal Procedure Act, to testify (Article 
234 of the Criminal Procedure Act); if you are prevented from responding to 
the summons, you must duly justify your absence (Article 62a of the Criminal 
Procedure Act). Please state your contact details in your justification to make it 
easier for the court to set a new date.

Please inform the court of any change of address or place of residence (Article 
66 of the Criminal Procedure Act).

You must not deliberately delay the proceedings, as the court may impose a 
fine on you if your actions are manifestly aimed at delaying the proceedings 
(Article 140 of the Criminal Procedure Act).

You must behave respectfully in the proceedings, as the court may impose a 
fine on you if you insult the court or a participant in the proceedings in your 
submission or speech (Article 78 of the Criminal Procedure Act).

Irrespective of the outcome of the criminal proceedings, you are obliged to pay 
the appropriate court fees and to bear the costs incurred as a result of being 
forcibly brought before the court, the postponement of an investigative act or 
the main hearing, or the failure to lodge an announced appeal, as well as any 
other costs of the proceedings incurred through your fault (Article 94 of the 
Criminal Procedure Act).
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